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To Our Citizens and Visitors: 

 
The safety of the traveling public is always the number one priority for the Florida Department of 

Transportation.  The department has an extensive and thorough bridge inspection program that we believe is among 
the best in the country.  Bridges are inspected at least every two years.  If an inspection reveals that a bridge is unsafe, 
the department closes the bridge.  If a bridge needs to be restricted, the department posts weight limits. 

 
This website contains information about all publicly owned bridges in Florida.  The website contains some 

terms of art that may not be familiar.  To assist you, here are some definitions for some of the commonly used terms: 
 

 The term "structurally deficient" means that the department believes a bridge should undergo a series of 
repairs or replacement within the next six years.  The department's policy is to repair or replace all the structurally 
deficient state owned bridges during that time.  The department also recommends that local governments follow the 
same schedule for their structurally deficient bridges.    
 
 The term "functionally obsolete" only means that a bridge does not meet current road design standards.  For 
example, some bridges are "functionally obsolete" because they were built at a time when lane widths were narrower 
than the current standard.   
 
 The "health index" is a tool that measures the overall condition of a bridge.  The health index typically 
includes about 10 to 12 different elements that are evaluated by the department.  A lower health index means that more 
work would be required to improve the bridge to an ideal condition.  A health index below 85 generally indicates that 
some repairs are needed, although it does not mean the bridge is unsafe.  A low health index may also indicate that it 
would be more economical to replace the bridge than to repair it. 
 
 The "sufficiency rating" is a tool that is used to help determine whether a bridge that is structurally deficient 
or functionally obsolete should be repaired or just replaced.  The sufficiency rating considers a number of factors, only 
about half of which relate to the condition of the bridge itself.  The sufficiency ratings for bridges are part of a formula 
used by the Federal Highway Administration when it allocates federal funds to the states for bridge replacement. 

 
The department understands that the condition of bridges is a concern to everyone, particularly in light of 

recent events elsewhere in the country.  The department wants to assure all of our citizens and visitors that public 
bridges in Florida are safe for use.   

 
Sincerely, 

 
Stephanie C. Kopelousos 
Secretary 
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